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'8 Horsemén's Yankes Pedlar Febnuary 1985

Curly, Cuddly And
Almost Too Good To Be True

BY BONNIE KREITLER

Maost horse owners would the vet
[ their horse's mane and tail shed out alon
vith his winter coal. But Nancy Dillon of
Veslon, Conn., just smiles when it happens
very spring. Her horses are rare Bashkir
Jurlies, the on]!brud based on coat char-
«cleristics, and they're just doing what
omes naturally.

MNancy first Izarned of the breed in 1983
rom a magazine arlicle. Her curiosity led
ier to Joe Perle of Danbury, Conn., who at
hat time had the only Curlies in the state.
oe was dishanding his herd and Nancy
ook home Fazie, a five-year-old Standard-
wed gelding. Fazie convinced her that
werylhing ugie'd read aboul the breed was
rue and very soon. she went back for his
lam, Barbara. More recently, Nancy pur-
hased a double registered Bashkir Curly/-
dissouri Fox Trotler filly named Mindy.

http://curlyhorsehistory.weebly.com/

Curly-coated horses may be a novelly io
Americans, says Mancy, bui depictions of
them in early Chinese arl and staluary
place them far back in ancieni times. The
American Bashkir Curlies are so-called
after their resemblance 1o the handy. curly-
coated horses raised by the Bashkiri people
for centuries in Russia. Perhaps some of
these Russian horses- crossed the Bering
Strail in early times. perhaps early Russian
settbers in Alaska and along ihe West Coast
brought curly-coated horses with them. No
one knows for sure how they reached
North America.

According lo1the American Bashkir Curly
Registry. seven-year-old Peter Damele
spotied a irio of must covered with
tight curly ringlets in the remote Peter
Hansan Mountains of ceniral Nevada in
1898. This is the first recorded sighting of
the curly-coated horses in the Uniled
States. Filly years later,

a_severe winler, .

kdlled mos! o theDamele slock horses and
Peter and his family were lorced to round
up the only equines thal survived — the
tough little curly-coated descendants of the
horses Peter had seen years before.
. Mature had demonsirated that these had
“special characteristics beyond their curs
coals, But when curly coals occasion-
cropped up in their purebred herds,
whos! breeders destroyed the foals s
E:fmlm. To save these animals and protect
hess Sunny Martin of El
fkn:“mammha A.merly can Ihnhkfr
Curly Regisiry in 1971. Although no scien-
Ailic genetic study has ever been done of
“these horses. when Sunny polled Cury
owners in 1971, they documented a signifi-
cant number of desirable traits that sesm 1o
hmﬂulutl: with the curly coat.
The most obvious ones are physical. Cor-
i lies have fine, soft hair that has round hair-
shalls. cather than the Nal shafis of normal
t horse hair. For some reason, people
fﬂh’rgn:tu horse hair are nol allergic to the
hair of Bashkir Curly horses. The body hair
ranges from “crushed velvet”™ through mar-
ool wave and ringlets (all descriptions used
| by Curly owners when registering their
 amimals). The mane of a Curly pargs in the
“middle and falls to both sides. It may be
wavy or in ringlets and both mane and tail
- hair are shed in the summer. Sunny specu-
- lates that this may be nature's way of cop-
with tangled banana curls or a temper-

regulating mechanism thal helps the

- and intelli

horses handle extremes in weather, Curly
eyelashes, curly fetlocks and tight curls
inside the ears further distinguish a curly
from one of his straight relatives.

Curlies have somewhat slanted eyes
which give them an Oriental look as well as
better vision to the rear They generally
have a high red blood cell count and short
backs with only five lumbar vertebrae.
Their nostrils are small, another adapta-
tion that not only helps them cope with
cold but alse gives them somewhat differ-
ent breathing patterns than other horses.
Nancy uses Fazie for competitive teail driv-
ing and was very concerned about inver-
sion (when a horse ks breathing faster than
his pulse rate) when they firs! began. But
she soon realized that Fazie's rapid brea-
thing was due 1o his smaller nosirils and
learned to judge the quality of his beeathing
in ways other than counting breaths per
minule.

Curlies are incredibly easy keepers.
Many stay fat and sassy with no grain at
all. Nancy cups her hands to show the
amount of sweel feed that Fazie receives
twice daily. That, plus oat hay, is all he
needs to keep in competitive condition.
Faxie and his compatriots live year-round
in a paddeck with an open shed. a situation
that suits Curlies ideally. And although
Fazie is shod for the miles he travels on
paved roads, most Curlies have such hard
feet that shies are unnecessary.

But the trait that altracted Nancy to the
breed and has prompted her lo starl a
breeding program is the incredibly gentle
t temperament the Curly
horses exhibil. It's hard to believe some of
the stories one hears about Curlies but

thase who work with them say every bit is

true,

Mancy declares she had ao qualms about
two-year-old Mindy to an ele-
mentary school this spring as part of a 4-H
“farm day. The young filly stooed quietly
while she was petted by 700 children as

- their teachers admonished, “Don'l pal the

4 (Continued to page 9)
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horseon the belly, dear™ Mindy also visiied
wregional center for the retarded where she
approached wheelchairs withow! hesita.
tion. Mancy delighis in Mindy's “wide-eyed
curiasily lileIR world.” something sk
says is eharacteristic of all Curlies. Mosi
Iarees won't grab the endal a worsmer syr-
inge and gleefully gulp the contents. Mindy
does

Fazie has stories 1o bell. ton. Before com-
ing to Namcy. be was repavwmed for gelling
cut of blankets. His cwners spied on him to
bearn bow e did his Howdini sci — he
wnelid two surcingle busckles with his ieeih
ihen took the back of the Blanket carelully
iri his incisors and pulied it ofl over his
head before siling # carefully in a
corner of his stall,

The 73-year-old Sanmy Martin declares
“mathing periles like a Curly.” She should
know aBer a lifelime of working with
Quarier Horses, Morgans., hewds
of i 1he track, and muslangs ofl the range.
Hhe recatls che Curly mustang staltion that
they ran for iwo years before catching by
roping him from a pickup. Like Curlies in
general. be took 4o Mpa amd they were
riding him (he next day. She tells of one
rancher who naver badier breaks his Curly
mares because ihevire so gentle, anyone
enuld walk ol with 1kem il he did. She tells
of another Curly that's used as & perfor-
mance horse in one class (hen sent inlo a
deaddline class the next minute with a two-

ear-old on Bis back. “Ive been around

ses all my life.” says Sunny. “and ive1be

crarbest thing | ever saw. Thay jusl don't
have any imnate meanness.”

Suminy nodes that unlike ciber registries,
the American Baghkir Curl istry
-dne:n'mmlmldulphm{ iype
altbough miny Curlies closely resemble the
old-type Mosgans in body 1ype. Their top

are di L = and

soundness. Then come performance. eaty
gaiis|many Curlies pace and the Curly trait

erops wp in breeds like (ke Standardbred

and Missouri Fox Trotter] asd, finally, con.
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Tormation. Because of the breed's repulas
tion, moil cusly-comted horses sell aaght
UPSRET,

Cirse ngabive thing aboul Curlies |8 Ther
seareily. The Amevican Baskkis Corly Reg-
fstry currently lisisonly 375 plus some J0-
ochl “hall-eirlies™ or “siraights” who have
one cutly pasent and ome siewight hale.
[Beecnuiae of 1 e necessary oulcrssing, many
(Curlies are double. regisbersd as both Cur-
dies and, for example, hal [-Morgans. There
aire also doulile-regist ered Curly-S1andand-
berecds like Barhara and Fazie Mindy is &
double-registered Curly-Missouri Fox
Trotles, And Nancy says the Curly irail
somelimes appears in Terneisrs Walkers.

Mancy delights in the genile, curious
natire of ber animls and, with thoee

e,

yousng children, she especinlly appreciates
* ihedr ealm, common sense altiude. Until

recently, her Curlies were the only ones in
INew England amd ibere were no Carly stal-
lians availsble when Mancy bred Fazi's
dam, Barbara, o a Morgan boping for a
Curly foal [alas, Hilke Mosley's ool iz
stright]. Jus! recenily, Betsy Perillo of Kil-
lingwosth, Cosn, brought six Curlies
across the eousiry from Calilornia

As interest in e breed inereases. &
heas e an inlarmat jon packe o
o (hose inguiring aboul these unusisl
horses. To el 0, send @ sell-adkdressed
envelope with 44 cemls postage and 51l
enver cogls i Sunny Martin, The Anserie
can Bashkir Corly-Regitry, Bax 453, El
Mew, BG301. O
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Commissioner Doug
Hawkins welcomed the Curly
Horse conventioneers to their
Awards Banguet at the
Brisitecone Convention
Center on Saturday evening.

Top awards for the year
were: Youth award,
VadaShea, Langdon, N. Dak,
Champion  Performance
Horse, Walker's Prince T-
ABC P-30, owned by Lester
and Mary Tune, Sum-
mersville, Mo; and Breed
Promotion Awards,
Georgette Jessen, Reno.

The show classes at the

' fairgrounds on Sunday were

judged by Lew Eklund,
Carlin.
The winners out of seven

' gptries in the ABC Pleasure

Clazs were: first , Dixie D,
ABC T-34, owned and ridden
by Benny Damele, Austin;
second, Curly Riser, ABC T-
B, owned by Lynette

Peterson, ridden by Rhonda

Scolt, Sauvsalito, Calif.; and
third Laura J. ABC T-71,
owned by Glen Kugler,
Dayton, Ore. and ridden by
Daria Hawkins.

A trophy was presented to
Damele by Stella Heit, who
sponsored the Class,

The winners in th ABC
Showmanship out of seven
entries were: first, D's
Ehelly Ann, ABC T-116, owned
and shown by Daria Hawkins,
Battleground, Wash.;
second  Curly Riser, ABC
T-86, owned and shown by
Lynetter Peterson, Sausalito,
Calif.; and third, Mel's Pride,
ABC T-111, owned by Stephen
Ellis and shown by Larry
Ellis, Ely.

The sponsor of the class,
Glen Kugler, presented Ms.
Hawkins with a trophy.

Trophies sponsored by ABC
were presented through Gth
place in each event.

Immediately after the
classes, a big potluck picnic
lunch was served to

http://curlyhorsehistory.weebly.com/
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for a Trail Ride into the

Schell Range.
New officers elected at the
convention were: Mel

Blue, President, Litchfield,
Calil.

Mew officers elected to the
convention were: Mel Blu,
Litchfield, Calif., President;
Daria Hawkins, Bat-
tleground, Wash.: Vige-
President; Deborah Mitchell,

- Horse convention held

MeGill, Registrar; Sunny
Martin, Ely,; Secretary-
Teasuer; and Georgette
Jessen, Reno, Publicity.

It was also voted to have
the 1980 convention at Ely.
Everyone attending was very
impressed with Ely's ex-
cellent  facilitiezs, the
cooperation, hospitality and
friendlieness of the people
and business houses here.
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Since we have not been able to recieve permission to post the articles
found over the years telling about Curly horses | will give an account here of
what each article contains in my own words as well as the date of the issue
should anyone wish to purchase copies from the magazine!

o~

/7

f/ﬁwﬁ{) ;ér/ﬁﬁsép;f Hre

Read your column regularly, and thought the following bit of information might
be of interest to you. Seldom see any news from this part of the country, even
though we live in a country where horses are a very integral part of our lives
and we still have lots of beautiful room to enjoy them. In fact, there are so
many horse events going on during the summer months, you just barely have time
to scrape the sweat off ol' Bally, give him a feed and climb back on. What with
riding clubs, ladies' riding elubs, junior riding clubs, roping clubs, 4-H, a
big 3-day horse show, 4-H horse show, county fair horse show, junior gymkhana,
4-day thoroughbred and quarter horse race meet, and plenty of trail rides and
over-nite rides and steak fries, etc., you practically have to keep at a high
191)& to catch up with everything. But, of course, our season is short, as we
live at a 6500-foot altitude, so we really have to make the most of it while
:: Ea.n, ending up with deer hunting in the fall, which is mostly done on horse-
ck yet,

But back to the realdreason I am writing wou, Something new is being added this
year which I thought might be of interest to your column. Through the very special
efforts of Glen Kugler of Layton, Oregon, a meeting is being held here at Ely this
summer to form a registry for "Curly" horses. Mr, Kugler has contacted many Curly
horse owners, and all feel that there should be a ixme registry established for
this xmxy rare and very unique breed,

Mr. Kugler has obtsined quite a number of Curly horses from the Peter lamele stock

near Austin, da, and is probably doing more than amkx an :
breed,’ﬁiﬂé’;&%ﬁimlu family m—dim&&ed—ﬂwi-r—hﬂd», M m:}ti:mthm
since 1898. Being a Curly breeder myself, I have offered to help him get the
registry started, and wanted to pass this news along, as the word will probably be
seen moomeecherxaxer in the Western Horseman by more interested persons than any
place else.

The dates for the meeting are August 14th & 15th, at Ely, Nevada, and anyone is
welcome, especially "Curly" horse owners and breeders, and i X

further information may be obtained by writing to Mr. Glen Kugler, Kte 2, Box 206,
Dayton, Oregon 97114 or to Mrs. Sunny Martin, Bex 453, Ely, Nevada B9301.

Am enclosing a copy of jan article published in our local paper, the Ely Daily Times,

on Aprdl 26, and also a =m picture of my sorrel filly, @-T (Cutie) shmx foaled

July 4, 1969, out of my Quarter & Arab mare, Hussy, my Curly ktallionm, Curly Q.

Part of the reason I named her Q-T, was becauw e her gmother really had her on the

Q-T, and we still haven't figured out how the two got together. The mare was 20

years old, and we were not going to let her have more celts, as we figured she had -
already done her share, but it happened, and we are real happy with the filly, as

she is the curliest colt we have had from our stud to date. He is from a Morgan

mare, and has the very best disposition I have ever seen on a stud, and has never

caused one secmd's trouble.

Will =x really appreciate it if you can give us a little boost for our registry in
your column; Have been a subscriber to Western Horseman for so long, and have so
many stacked up, my husband fears we may have to move out of the house one of th ese
days to make room for them!

Again, thanks for taking the time to read this. If ;you need more information, let
me know,

June 1960 "Fur Covered Horses" by Dorys Crow Grover

Here we find the first mention of the Pony with a Toni, speaking of the curly horses found around Pendleton, OR. They were also called "Fur
covered Horses". C. A. Wolf had about 1 inch of tightly curled hair all over. Wolf was controlling the breeding to get a curly every time. he noted that

they took little grooming.

http://curlyhorsehistory.weebly.com/
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Wolf was attempting to set up a registry for them and to find a suitable name. His first encounter with the Curly horses was some running wild
in the Blue Mountains; where he noted some were extremely curly and others only partly so. His horses showed Thoroughbred and Appaloosa
blood lines, notably with blankets as well as their manes and tails. Those with Thoroughbred strains were from were gathered on the Umatilla
National Forest. At the writing of this article he had been gathering them for at least six years. he stated that when breeding a Curly to a straight -
haired horse 50% were curly. When breeding Curly to Curly most were curly.

Wolf had five animals with which he wished to start his registry. he called them easy to gentle and about the size of a Cayuse or large pony. He
stated he believed them to most definitely be a mutation!

An editor's note followed and the following letters from folks over time in WH were shared:

1. (Jan-Feb. 1947) Written by George A. Ludin; lander, Wyoming tells of the horse owned by George A. Dollison of Englewood, CO., a five year old
gelding 15 HH weighing 1050, the horse used by "Ripley's Believe It or Not" cartoons. Ludin noted that he had a letter stating that that horse came
from a stallion imported into Canada and that these horses were well known around the Lander area before that; his father having shipped a
matched pair to NY in the early 1880s.

2.(March-April 1947); Duane M. Shipman; Westminster, CO. mentioned about the 'fur-covered horse" mentioned by Ludin that the March 1938
issue, "Nature Magazine mentions a curly-haired breed belonging to the (Bankshirs) spl: and comes from the plains of eastern Russia.

3. (July-Aug, 1947); Elias W. Hoagland of St. Louis, Missouri stated during his life they observed many curly horses; stating in the 50 years prior
many saw them. (he also mentioned seeing one with a bone protruding from it's forehead, a rather heavy bone.) He states the belief that they
originated in Ireland.

4.(May-June 1947); Morton Bell ; Tracy, CA. tells thatin 1920-11-12 he believed it was '12 about 100 miles east of Tonopah, NV, he had some
Paiute Indians helping him and his partner gathering wild horses and ran into a bunch of "curly sorrels" the same as Mr. Dollison's curly, except that
the stallion would have been the only one that weighed that much. Mr. Bell credits his partner Ed Hand with saving his life from this stallion. The
Indians had no appetite for this particular herd and dropped out of chasing them.

When they had the bunch about 1/2 mile into a blind canyon when the stallion sensed something amiss; whirling back he ran behind his bunch
and came straight for Morton who along with Ed ended up roping him only to have the stallion get free enough to clamp down on Morton's thigh
with his teeth. The story didn't end well for the Stallion but the Indians told the men they would not be going with them in the future should they
look for Curly haired sorrels!

5. Sept-Oct-1948; Mrs. H.E. Hecht, Clearwater, CA: She shared a photo of a 5 year old Curly horse owned by art Johnson of Hollydale, CA. He was
bay his mother was an Indian pony and his father, a Thoroughbred. His dam being curly also and bay in color.

These are the dates of known early issues of Western Horseman magazines with mention of Curly haired horses:

. 6-1960
8-1960
10-1960

. 1-1970

. 10-1976

. 10-1979

+ 10-1980

. 12-1986

.« 10-1991

e There were a couple more but i do not have dates on them and they were later like 1990s possibly.
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